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The remainder of the operations of this so-called War of
the League of Augsburg need not detain us longer. 1694, a
year of manoeuvres ip the Low Countries, in which Luxemburg
once more gave evidence of his superiority to William, was
also marked by an ill-fated British raid on Brest, of which
Marlborough, now in disgrace with his sovereign, owing to
secret correspondence with the Jacobites, seems, in defiance of
honour and military duty, to have given information beforehand
to the French.1 In the course of the year 1695, which saw the
death of the able Luxemburg, William seized the opportunity,
when the French, exhausted by years of warfare, were confined
to the defensive, to restore his military reputation somewhat by
storming the strong fortress of Namur. Neither side was now
capable of any real further exertion; and desultory and
abortive operations were terminated in 1697 by the inconclusive
Peace of Ryswick.
The review of these campaigns shows that in them the
British army had acquitted itself respectably, if not with any
especial brilliance. The fighting qualities of all ranks remained
as high as in the palmiest days of British military achievement,
but command and administration were always mediocre and
often lamentable. Under a first-rate leader and a capable
organiser, however, results might be expected very different
from the splendid failures of Steenkirk and Neerwinden, and,
as it happened, the man who was to achieve these results, and to
exalt the quality of British generalship to a height never reached
before or since, was already on the point of making his first bow.
Meanwhile the' immediate need of a large standing army
having disappeared on the conclusion of peace, Parliament,
despite the protests of the King, at once proceeded to reduce
the existing regiments practically to cadres. The forces in the
British Isles were ruthlessly cut down to thirty-three weak
regiments of foot and nineteen of horse—in all some 30,000
men ; and the disbandment of the surplus units and personnel
was attended by flagrant and scandalous abuses which bade
fair to arouse something more serious than mere discontent.
Fortunately, as on more than one occasion before and after,
the blundering of England's enemies averted from her the just
consequences of her own folly. In 1701 the throne of Spain,
falling vacant, was left in testament to Philip, the grandson of
Louis XIV. of France. Such an immense accretion of power
to one who already all but dominated Europe could not be
borne, and the whole Continent rose up in arms to forbid it.
Sweden, Prussia, Denmark, Holland and the Empire formed a
grand stoti-French alliance, to which England gave her enthusi-
astic adherence after Louis, by a second act of incredible
1 Mr. Winston Churchill in his recent Life of Marlbdrough has satis-
factorily proved the falsity of this accusation.

